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Learning to Read and Write by Frederick Douglass (166-170).
Learning to Read and Write by Frederick Douglass (166-170). For this choice, build a paper that reflects the journey Douglass took to gain freedom through literacy.
	Literacy played a vital role in helping Douglass achieve his freedom of being a slave. Frederick Douglass had numerous titles; he was an American social reformer, an abolitionist, orator, writer, and statesman. He was born on February 14th in 1817, in Cordova, Maryland, USA.  He was born into slavery, and due to that, he went through a lot of suffering through the evils of slavery until when he miraculously found a way of escaping from the brutality of slavery as an adult due to learning how to read and write.
	Douglass was a very determined person when it comes to reading. He discovered that the moment he had learned how to read, he would be a free man in the essence of being free and having that freedom to form his thoughts and beliefs. Besides, Douglass said that "once you learn to read, you will be forever free (Douglass 168). This statement shows how Douglass was determined and advocated souk towards learning how to read and write. Moreover, reading gave Douglass the freedom to imagine a different life and helped him build the courage to pursue his interest in learning how to read and write.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	One of the vital things that he went through to gain his freedom through literacy is that when he was a young boy, he was taught the alphabet by his wife's master; however, it was not fruitful because the husbands did not see a reason for teaching a slave how to read and write. According to his mater, "Knowledge makes a man unfit to be a save." That's why he did not want Douglass to be unfit to be his slave and be under his control. However, through the small classes that he had been taught, he had gained a lot and was more interested in learning more about reading and writing.
	Furthermore, after his master denied being tough by his wife, he decided to be more creative and brainstorm on what he wanted to achieve, making him sell his bread for reading lessons to acquire his interest. He took his bread to hungry children who, in exchange, were willing to teach him all they knew about reading and writing; hence he ended up reading anything that mainly talked about the abolition of the slave trade. Through the readings he had engaged him, he could see other people's views about the slave trade, and most of them were against it, which assured him that he would not be a slave forever because one day he will gain his freedom and be a free man. Finally, he managed to escape from his maters oppression as an adult and went ahead to write his autobiography, The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass. He made more efforts to ensure that there was the abolition of the slave trade.
	Besides, reading and writing helped Douglass be enlightened about the injustices of trade. After all, in the first place, his master did not want him to learn how to read and write because he saw him as an inferior person who is supposed to be under his control. Also, the skills he had learned through reading and writing helped him prove his attempt to escape and afterward as a spokesperson against slavery, which was one of his primary goals. Moreover, he realized that the white people power to make the black people be slaves was in his literacy and education because blacks were viewed as inferior because they did not know how to read and write, which made him yearn to gain freedom by being like the white man who knew how to read and write.
	Reading opened his eyes to how he was being treated as a slave and also how other slaves were being treated compared to their masters. He went ahead to imbue other slaves' minds about the thoughts of gaining freedom and being independent and tried to impress them with the gross fraud and inhumanity of slavery. Moreover, he learned he acquired copies of books of his son's master, and he knew how to write very similar to that of his master's son, which helped him invent the plan to escape from his master to seek freedom. 	Also, his ability to read and write enabled him to be a leader among other fellow slaves, which made him teach others and ended up succeeding in creating a strong desire to read and write. Douglass realized and became familiar with laws that do not allow slaves to be educated through learning how to read and write. He also realizes that there is an abolition movement that motivates him to gain freedom because of understanding how slaves are viewed as inferior and the presence of a movement against slavery and the slave trade. 
	Moreover, the more he learned how to read and write, the more he can understand the oppression all around him and other slaves. In conclusion, learning how to read and writing is very crucial because, as discussed above, it helped Frederick to get his freedom from being a slave and fighting against slavery and the slave trade. This enlightens each of us to embrace education because through reading, we understand who we are and how we need to handle various issues.
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